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POLAND
; : The lenum a5t veeékend zrovided no- indica-
2 cion that tea any corerete plan: fop reshazing
. ‘gecnomic polioy.. . nia and other creaker: concentrated
L. - : : on ‘bla;.:zing e I foland's precent aeonomice plighs,
i sndorsing acwe » tazzments O zecrnomil sriorities, nd
N varning of haed” consurers. (I

Criticism of Gierek's economic policy was directed
primarily at Poland's heavy imports of Western capital
goods--which were held to have contributed significantly

to-Poland's present foreign debt burden withcut having N .
R successfull-r built up Poland's productive capacity--and
: sasuitic’ . awvestment in agriculture. o
: el - on future economic measures were limited '
B ’ to pre v enunciated generalizations designed to pla-

cate co. .umers. and indicate the regime's intentions to
satisfy the Gdansk-Szczecin accords. Speakers® promised
support for increased investment in agriculture, .encour-
agem=nt of private farming, and cutbacks- in long-tetrm-
industrial investment to free resources for consumption.
In addition, the Central Committee pledged ‘to..renew ef-
forts to implement planned housing construction and to
adjust wages to the cost of living.

- . There wére no promises of "any quick improvements

for the Polish consumer. Instead, Kania warned of short-
ages of meat and coal this winter; he noted that a meat
rationing plan is under.consideration.

Officials at the meeting claimed industrial produc-
tion fell 7 percent in September from a year earlier. It
had been previously announced that industrial production
fell about 10 percent in August. o

Independent estimates of Polish industrial produc-
. - tion during July--the first month of strike activity-=-

B ‘ ‘show that the stoppages and slowdowns had a minimal im-
- - pact on industri:l output. Total industrial production
. increased about . percent over last year-~about the same
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as in May and June. .As expected, production”did decline
between S5 and 10 percent in. the automotive, television,
radio, and textile.industries, wheére strikes took place.
(V) : . R : =, . R

Meanwhile, Warsaw is having difficulty.lining up
financing to meet its heavy borrowing'requirement. Po-~
-lish officials have indicated their,desi:e to receive an
extensive aid package from. the US,-includingva $3 billion
financial'c:edit for the purchase of raw materials and
consumer goods and the rescheduling of existing‘Commodity
Credit Corporation and PL-480 credits,

. In addition, the officials requested the lengthen-
ingvof.Commodity‘Credit Corporation or Export-Isport Bank
Tepayment periods and increased fishing allocations in
the'Beri.ng Sea. The Poles were informed that there were
numerous obstacles to receiving even a portion of the
backage they requested

Union Demands.

Leaders of the trade union "Solidarity" apparently
intend to maintain pressure on the regime o fuifill all
pProvisions of the agreements signed in late August. Union
representatives, who met in Gdansk on Monday, denied party
leader Kania's version of the events leading up to the
one-hour strike on Friday and demanded that they be given
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access to television to explain their views. Thevy also:
demanded regular access to the broadcast media ard per-

mission to publish their Own .newspaper, books, - ard. pam-

phlets. Although the regime ‘ig unlikely. to grant access
to television and radio, it ‘did agree in August that the’
new trade unions can have their own publications. -

The unicn leaders also characterized the Warsaw
court's objections to the "Solidarity" organization regis-
tering as a national union as "political rather than
legal.” The issue of whether "3olidarity" can be a na-

tional union might provide ‘the Pext test of wills between

the regime and the uniéns.
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